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TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  CORPORATION  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  ABERYSTWYTH. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
Borough  for  the  Year  1938. 

1.  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  LM1 

Population  (Census,  1931)  9>474 

1938  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  9’3°9 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,421 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers,  1938  2,468 

Rateable  Value  £64,369 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £-5^ 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH. 

Dr.  Ernest  Jones,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  through  his  courtesy  and  kindness,  has  supplied 
to  me,  through  his  office  staff,  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
Borough  of  Aberystwyth  for  the  year  1938,  and  also  com- 
parative statistics  for  the  County  of  Cardigan  and  the 
probable  statistics  for  England  and  Wales,  a kindness  I 
highly  appreciate. 

ABERYSTWYTH  M.B. 

Estimated  Resident  Population  by  Registrar- 


General 

... 

• 9-309 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

for  the  County  by 

Registrar-General,  1938 

Aberyst- 

... 

• 52,120 

wyth 

Whole 

England 

M.B. 

County. 

& Wales. 

Number  of  Live  Births 

73 

620 

Number  of  Still-births 

2 

31 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Population 

7.8 

11. 8 

I5-1 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

0.2 

0.6 

0.6 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

140 

832 

Adjusted  Death-rate 

13-5 

15.96 

II. 6 

Number  of  Deaths  from 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  from 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Death-rate 

0.00 

0.00 

2.97 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Year  ... 

2 

26 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under 
One  Year  per  1,000  Live 

Births  

27.0 

42.0 

53-0 

Number  of  Deaths  from 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs 
Death-rate  of  Tuberculosis 

9 

37 

probably 

of  the  Lungs 

0.96 

0.71 

0 

cc 

There  were  73  Live  Births  in  the  town  of  Aberyst- 
wyth in  1938,  and  140  Deaths. 

The  Diseases  that  accounted  for  most  of  the  Deaths 
were  the  following,  in  order  of  magnitude: — Cancer, 


i 


3 


Heart  Disease,  Nephritis,  Lung  Tuberculosis,  Apoplexy 
and  Pneumonia.  Those  who  died  from' these  were  per- 
sons past  middle  age,  except  the  victims  of  Tuberculosis. 
These  last  were  between  the  ages  of  15  and  40. 

Among  Zymotic  Diseases,  after  many  years  of  com- 
parative freedom  from  Diphtheria,  71  cases  were  notified 
in  1938.  Infection  spread  through  contacts  at  Element- 
ary Schools.  Thanks  to  energetic  treatment  by  the  Doc- 
tors and  the  free  use  of  Antitoxin  only  one  death  occurred, 
a child  moribund  on  admission  to  Hospital.  Twenty- 
seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  and  one  case 
ended  fatally.  There  were  three  cases  of  Typhoid,  in- 
cluding a father  and  child;  the  father,  who  worked  on 
the  roads  and  drank  surface  water,  died  from  the  disease. 
There  were  a number  of  cases  of  German  Measles  in  the 
town  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Child-birth  Fever  claimed  no  victims  either  in  the 
Borough  or  in  the  County,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  2.97 
per  1,000  total  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

From  a study  of  the  statistics,  it  will  be  seen,  there- 
fore, that  where  the  Health  Services  can  influence  the 
number  of  deaths,  the  death-rate  is  very  small.  The  ex- 
ception is  Lung  Tuberculosis.  This  is  partly  a legacy 
from  the  old  lead-mining  days.  That  it  remains  is  due 
to  two  main  reasons,  viz.,  overcrowding,  which  causes  in- 
fection of  young  people,  and  wrong  feeding,  which  lowers 
resistance.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  overcrowding  has  not 
yet  been  overcome.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis,  this  is  one  of  the  most  urgent 
problems  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

CRUDE  DEATH-RATES  OF  THE  MOST  FATAL 

DISEASES. 


Abervstwyth 

Whole 

England 

M. 

H. 

County. 

and  Wales. 

No.  of 

Death 

No.  of 

Death 

Death 

Tuberculosis  of 

Deaths. 

the 

Kate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Lungs 

...  9 

O.96 

37 

O.71 

O.58  (?) 

Cancei- 

...  28 

3.00 

125 

2.40 

1.6 

Heart  Disease 

...  25 

2.68 

227 

4-36 

3-i  (1937) 

Nephritis  ... 

...  10 

I.08 

50 

O.96 

o-37 

Pneumonia 

•••  5 

0-54 

30 

O.58 

0.72 

Apoplexy 

...  7 

0-75 

41 

O.78 

0.67 

Influenza 

0 

0.00 

12 

O.23 

0. 1 1 
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SECTION  B — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SER- 
VICES FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  are  no  changes  to  report  and  the  arrangements 
are  the  same  as  in  the  past  year. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities — 

Dr.  Ernest  Jones,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  undertakes  the  bulk  of  the  Bacteriological  exam- 
inations. 

Blood  sera  and  other  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Clinical 
Research  Association. 

The  water  examinations  are  carried  out  by  Professor 
T.  Campbell  James,  D.Sc.,  and  Mr.  S.  B.  Thomas,  M.Sc., 
respectively,  the  former  testing  the  water  for  its  acidity 
and  plumbo  solvency  action,  the  latter  the  Bacteriological 
examinations. 

Professor  T.  Campbell  James,  M.A.,  D.Sc.,  Profes- 
sor of  Chemistry  at  the  Edward  Davies  Chemical  Labora- 
tories, Aberystwyth,  reports  as  follows:  — 

“The  Municipal  water  supply  has  been  kept  under 
periodic  observation  and,  from  the  point  of  view  of  plumbo 
solvency,  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  On  arrival  at  the 
storage  reservoirs  the  water  is  very  slightly  acid  (pH  about 
6.0);  this  acidity  is  partly  removed  by  passing  through 
the  limestone  treatment  plant,  and  is  still  further  reduced 
for  the  districts  furthest  from  the  reservoirs  by  passage 
through  the  concrete-lined  pipe  system.  The  results  for 
several  years  past  indicate  that  free  flowing  water  of  pH 
6.4  and  above  has  very  little  plumbo  solvent  action,  and 
that  this  diminishes  as  the  pH  increases  to  exact  neutral- 
ity (pH  7.0)  and  abo.ve. 

“The  present  position  is  illustrated  by  the  following 
observations  taken  in  July,  1939:  — 


Place.  pH 

Entry  into  limestone  treatment  plant  ...  ...  5-9 

Exit  from  ditto  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.3 

Point  of  discharge  from  lower  storage  reservoir 

into  pipe  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6. 

Upper  storage  reservoir  ...  ...  ...  •••  6. 


CO  4- 
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Samples  taken  from  domestic  supplies  in — 


Caradog  Road 
Trinity  Road 
Brynymor  Road  ... 
Laura  Place 

Penparcau 
Penmaesglas  Road 


Lead  in  parts  per  io 
million  (max.  for 
safety  3.0) . 

pH. 

6.4  075 

6.4  1.5 

6.6  a trace  less  than  0.1 

7.0  slight  trace  less  than 

above. 

7.3  Nil 

8.0  Nil 


“In  no  case  does  the  lead  content  of  free  flowing 
water  approach  the  danger  point,  but  it  must  still  be  em- 
phasised that  the  first  drawing  in  the  morning  should  be 
rejected.’’ 

T.  Campbell  James. 

14th  July,  1939. 


The  following  is  the  Bacteriological  Report  presented 
by  Mr.  S.  B.  Thomas,  M.Sc.,  from  the  Dairy  Bacteri- 
ological Laboratory  of  the  University  College  of  Wales  : — 

“Over  300  samples  of  water  taken  at  Llynllygad- 
Rheidol,  the  reservoirs  and  at  houses  in  the  town  have 
been  examined  bacteriologically  during  the  past  four 
years. 


“Sixty-two  per  cent,  attained  Class  I standards;  16  per 
cent.  Class  II,  and  22  per  cent.  Class  III.  The  bacterial 
flora  of  the  water  has  been  found  to  follow  a definite  sea- 
sonal increase  during  summer  months. 

“Last  year’s  results  compare  favourably  with  those 
of  the  preceding  three  years.” 


S.  B.  Thomas. 

27th  June,  1939. 

Dr.  Ernest  Jones,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
reports  as  follows  on  the  water  supply : — 

“The  reason  for  the  examination  of  the  Aberystwyth 
water  is  the  recurrence  of  Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid 
Fevers  in  the  town.  The  first  was  an  attack  of  Para- 
Typhoid  B.  It  was  confined  almost  entirely  to  one  part 
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of  the  town,  and  it  exhibited  characteristics  not  of  water 
spread  but  of  a carrier  outbreak,  with  food  as  the  inter- 
mediate agent.  It  has  been  thought  that  the  food  mater- 
ial came  from  the  Llanbadarn  area. 

“Such  an  outbreak  leaves  carriers  behind,  and  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  isolated  cases  will  occur  from  time  to 
time.  (One  person  per  1,000  is  a carrier  of  T).  But 
to  be  certain  of  eliminating  as  many  sources  of  Infection 
as  possible,  it  was  suggested  that  the  water  supply  be 
periodically  examined.  This  has  been  done  bacteriolog- 
ically  and  has  revealed  an  excess  of  indicator  organisms 
(but  not  of  spore-fonning  organisms,  B.Enteritidis  sporo- 
ganes). 

“These  results  are  unsatisfactory.  Either  the  water 
source  must  be  protected  or  the  water  itself  must  be 
chemically  treated  to  kill  the  contaminating  organisms. 
The  chemical  treatment  would  be  the  use  of  chlorine, 
bleach,  chloramine  or  heavy  doses  of  lime.  Ordinary 
chlorination  will  require  preliminary  filtration.  More- 
over, these  chemical  processes  have  many  disadvantages, 
the  most  serious  of  which  is  that  they  are  not  entirely  safe. 
The  protection  of  the  source,  if  it  can  be  done  thoroughly, 
is  the  most  reliable  method  of  ensuring  a safe  supply. 
This  ought  not  to  be  difficult  for  Llynllygad-Rheidol. 

“Llynllygad-Rheidol  is  a very  lonely  lake  in  an  unin- 
habited area  of  the  Plynlimon  Mountain.  It  has  only 
one  stream  entering  it.  There  is  no  house  near  to  it. 
So  the  question  of  ring  fencing  this  lake  and  its  catch- 
ment ground  should  he  considered  before  the  uncertain 
method  of  chemical  interference  be  adopted. 

“Between  20  and  30  years  ago,  I suggested  a second 
line  of  pipes,  a scheme  which  would  not  have  cost  half  the 
amount  of  money  it  would  cost  to-day. 

“If  such  a scheme  had  been  carried  out,  the  water 
supply  would  meet  all  present-day  demands.  For  want 
of  this  second  line  of  pipes,  the  inflow  is  too  slow  to  make 
possible  the  scouring  and  cleansing  of  the  reservoirs.  1 
am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  he  wisdom  on  the  part  of 
the  Aberystwyth  Town  Council  to  co-operate  with  the 
Aberystwyth  Rural  District  Council  for  a supplementary 
supply  of  water  until  the  town  is  in  a position  to  construct 
the  second  pipe-line." 


A mbulavcc  Facilities — 


(b) 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases : A fine  new  ambulance, 

Austin  18  h.p.,  was  purchased  during  the  year 
at  a net  cost  of  £440,  including  the  allowance 
for  the  old  ambulance. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases:  A Morris 
Commercial  17.9  h.p.  ambulance.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  strong  local  unit  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  assist  in  the  convey- 
ance oTthe  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home — 

(a)  General  : The  Nursing  Association  (Voluntary) 
provides  a thoroughly  trained  District  Nurse, 
as  well  as  a Certified  Midwife  for  the  town. 

(b)  Infectiuos  Diseases : Patients  from  the  Bor- 

ough are  admitted  free  to  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital. 

(d)  The  Clinics  provided  by  the  County  Council  arc — 

(a)  A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(b)  Dental. 

(c)  Opthalmic. 

(cl)  Venereal  Disease  Centre. 

A Clinic  for  Tuberculosis  Disease  under  the  King 
Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  is  held  each  Mon- 
day at  the  Aberystwyth  Hospital  by  Dr.  Kenyon  Davies, 
the  Tuberculosis  Physician  for  the  County. 

(e)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary — 

The  General  Hospital  (partly  endowed,  partly  volun- 
tary) contains  60  heels,  including  private  rooms  and  a 
children’s  ward. 

804  In-Patients  were  admitted  during  1938. 

321  from  within  the  Borough. 

413  from  the  Country  Districts. 

70  from  outside  the  County. 

31  remained  from  the  previous  year,  making  the  total 
number  treated,  835. 
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The  extensions  to  the  Hospital  were  nearly  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  when  fully  completed,  cost 
over  £41,000.  It  is  now  entirely  up-to-date,  fitted  for  re- 
ception of  all  cases,  with  an  exceptionally  good  X-ray 
apparatus  and  a very  fine  Children’s  Ward. 

The  Sick  Poor  can  obtain  either  Subscriber’s  tickets 
or  tickets  from  Lady  Visitors  appointed  under  the  Down- 
ie’s  Trust  Scheme. 

The  Fever  Hospital,  erected  in  1913,  contains  two 
wards  of  eight  beds.  Twenty-five  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
were  admitted  during  the  year,  58  Diphtheria  and  two 
Typhoid  cases.  The  Typhoid  cases  were  nursed  in  the 
Diphtheria  Ward. 

For  more  years  than  I care  to  state,  I have  been  dis- 
satisfied with  the  accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital. Since  1929  this  dissatisfaction  has  increased,  for 
the  need  for  more  beds  and  better  isolation  has  become 
urgent.  At  the  present  time,  facing  a possible  war  and 
a sudden  increase  in  the  population  of  Aberystwyth  and 
surroundings  by  refugees  and  evacuees,  this  urgency  is 
intensified.  I strongly  urge  the  Council  to  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  County  M.O.H.  to  proceed  at  once  with 
the  erection  of  hutments  to  accommodate  20  beds.  These 
extra  beds  will  be  required  not  only  for  the  special  circum- 
stances outlined  above  but  also  to  remove  the  danger  of 
cross  infection  that  has  worried  me  for  so  many  years. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  1938  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  apart  from  work  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  (Five-Year  Programme),  as  amended  by  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

No.  of  Dwellings  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

No.  of  Dwellings  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act 

Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  disinfected  after  cases 

of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

No.  of  Premises  inspected  and  disinfected  after  noti- 
fication of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Bakeries  25 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 
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Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  512 

Offensive  Trades  3 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Stables,  Manure  Pits,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Premises  re  Rat  Destruction  ...  ...  ...  3 

Courts,  Back  Roads,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Shops.  Food  Stores,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

Miscellaneous  Inspections,  including  inspection  of 

Ships  entering  Harbour,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  95 


Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1627 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  322 
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Office  Work— 

No.  of  Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  152 

No.  of  Notices,  Letters,  Circulars,  etc.,  sent  out 
with  respect  to  the  various  matters  requiring 
attention  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  404 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  Office  work  includes  interviews,  filing  of  re- 
cords, notices,  etc.,  entering  up  the  numerous  registers 
and  other  usual  Office  work. 

Description  of  some  of  the  work  carried  out,  apart 
from  periodical  inspection  of  Registered  Premises  such  as 
Bakeries,  Factories,  Workshops,  etc.,  and  the  amount  of 
extra  work  under  the  Five-Year  Programme  (Clearance 
Orders,  etc):  — 

Nuisances  Abated  (Public  Health  Acts) — 

No.  of  Choked  Drains  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  Defective  Drains  attended  to  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  and  Fittings  ...  9 

No.  of  Hopper  Pans  replaced  with  Pedestal  Pans  ...  4 

No.  of  Choked  or  Defective  Rain  Water  Pipes  at- 
tended to  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Insanitary  Lip-traps  replaced  with  Stoneware 

Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  Houses  not  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 

condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Repairs  to  Premises,  such  as  Defective 

Roofs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 
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No.  of  Fowl-houses  not  kept  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Accumulations  of  Rubbish,  etc.,  attended  to  io 
No.  of  Premises  required  to  provide  Dustbins  ...  13 

No.  of  Smoke  Nuisances  attended  to  ...  ...  7 

Other  work  carried  out  as  a result  of  house-to-house 
inspections  under  Housing  Regulations. 

This  comprises  the  usual  defects,  such  as:  — 

Provision  of  properly  ventilated  larders;  lack  of 
sufficient  air  space;  darkness,  dampness  due  to 
defective  roof,  walls,  etc.;  absence  of  readily 
accessible  water  supply;  absence  of  or  defective 
proper  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences ; 
defective  drains,  external  and  internal  repairs  113 


Description  of  work  carried  out  at  Premises  requir- 
ing periodical  inspection  : — 

Bakehouses — • 

Notices  to  cleanse  and  lime  wash  ...  ...  13 


Factories — 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 
Other  Nuisances  attended  to 

Food  Stores,  including  Ice  Cream  Premises — 

Cleansed  

Suggested  Improvements 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies — 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 
Improvements  in  Cowsheds 
Improvements  in  Dairies 
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3 
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3 

1 

1 


Rats — 

Premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  Swimming  Baths  in  Bath  Street  are,  as  reported 
in  the  last  Annual  Report,  so  defective  and  antiquated 
that  in  the  interest  of  public  health  and  the  welfare  of  the 
town  they  should  be  entirely  overhauled  or  reconstructed, 
and  provided  with  modern  appliances  for  the  purification 
of  the  water  and  other  purposes. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs — 

Particulars  of  the  action  taken  for  the  eradication  of 
bed  bugs,  including  information  as  to  : — 

1.  The  number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested, 
i.  Disinfected,  T. 

The  number  of  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested,  5. 
Disinfected,  5. 

2.  The  methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belong- 
ings of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal 
to  Council  Houses: — Where  doubt  exists  as  to  the 
possible  infestation  of  the  belongings  of  the  tenants 
who  are  to  be  re-housed  in  Council  Houses,  all  bed- 
ding, etc.,  is  subjected  to  steam  disinfection;  the 
furniture  subjected  to  a thorough  fumigation,  to  be 
followed  by  a thorough  cleansing,  and,  where  practic- 
able, all  infested  furniture  has  been  destroyed  by  con- 
sent of  the  tenants.  The  question  of  compensation 
has  not  arisen,  for  the  tenants,  being  anxious  to  ob- 
tain Council  Houses,  were  prepared  to  undergo  this 
expenditure. 

3.  All  the  work  of  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  or  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Department  of 
the  Local  Authority. 

Schools — 

The  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  of  the 
Schools  are  now  being  improved. 

Housing  Statistics ■ — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  in- 

spected for  Housing  Defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  274 

(b)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  that  pur- 
pose ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  302 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing- 
Consolidation  Regulations,  1925 

(b)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  that  pur- 
pose 


30 
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(3)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  3 

(4)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  61 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices:  — 

No.  of  Defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  52 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Plealth  Acts:  — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  3 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  defects  were  remedied  after  ser- 
vice of  formal  notice:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 


Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  n and  13  of  the 
Housing-  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  No.  of  Separate  Tenements  or  Under- 

ground Rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(2)  No.  of  Separate  Tenements  or  Under- 
ground Rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding — 

(a)  (i)  No.  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(ii)  No.  of  Families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  19 

(iii)  No.  of  Persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  138 

(b)  No.  of  New  Cases  of  Overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (i)  No.  of  Cases  of  Overcrowding  relieved  dur- 

ing the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  No.  of  Persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  56 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwell- 

ing-houses have  again  become  over- 
crowded after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  advisable 
to  report 

In  respect  to  the  above-mentioned  cases  of  over- 
crowding, as  above  stated,  8 families  have  been  re-housed. 
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The  position  with  regard  to  the  remaining  19  families  is 
as  follows  : — 

Seven  families  reside  in  houses  which  are  being  dealt 
with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  and  will  be 
re-housed  under  same. 

Of  the  remaining  12  families,  6 are  living  in  Corpor- 
ation houses  and  transfer  of  tenancies  will  be  arranged 
as  far  as  possible.  Provision  has  been  made  for  re-hous- 
ing the  remaining  6 families,  as  well  as  the  7 families  in 
Slum  Clearance  houses,  on  the  new  Corporation  Estate 
at  Maesheli,  which  is  now  in  course  of  construction. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME. 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply — 

All  Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  within  the  Bor- 
ough were  inspected  during  the  year. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  commenced  a scheme 
whereby  all  milk  retailed  within  the  Borough  is  sampled. 
This  scheme  is  similar  to  the  one  he  initiated  in  1926,  when 
over  1,000  samples  were  taken. 

A similar  scheme  for  the  sampling  of  Ice  Cream  has 
been  initiated  and  during  the  year  an  article  was  written 
on  “The  Bacteriological  Grading  of  Ice  Cream”  by  S. 
B.  Thomas,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  Dairy  Bacteriologist,  Univer- 
sity College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth  ; Elin  Jenkins,  C.D.D., 
University  College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth,  and  our  Sani- 
tary Inspector,  Osborne  J.  Evans,  Esq.,  M.R.S.I.,  M.I.H. 
This  article  appeared  in  the  Welsh  Journal  of  Agriculture, 
Vol.  XIV.,  1938. 

These  series  of  sampling  are  being  continued  during 
the  Summer  of  1939. 


(b)  Meat  and.  Other  Foods— 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  the  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Cattle  ex-  Sheep 

eluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 


605  10  63  10138  1236 

573  10  59  9781  1163 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — — 5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ...  ...  38  3 — 166  9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis ...  ...  6.6%  30%  — 


1.7%  0.7% 


Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  2 — — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ...  ...  9 1 — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   1.9%  10%  — — 


Meat  other  than  above-mentioned — 


Rabbits 

60 

lbs 

Bacon 

59 

lbs 

Ham 

9i 

lbs 

Fish — 

Including  Cod,  Plaice,  Kippers  ... 

92\ 

lbs 

Fruit — 


Including  Pears,  Peaches,  Cherries, 


& ~ 

Apples,  Plums 

843 

lbs 

V egetables — 

Including  Peas,  Beans, 

Onions 

1616 

lbs 

Amount  of  Other  Foods 

2680 

lbs 

Amount  of  Meat 



2447 

lbs 

Total  ... 

5I27 

lbs 

2 tons,  5 cwts.,  3 qrts.,  3 lbs. 


3 


0.2% 
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SECTION  F — PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted  to 

Total 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

25 

I 

Diphtheria 

7 1 

58 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

2 

I 

(including  Para-Typhoicl) 
Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

2 

Nil 

1 

Other  Diseases  (generally  notifiable)- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

Nil 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

108 

85 

5 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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Notification  of  Tuberculosis  Cases  is  very  general 
throughout  the  -Borough.  Cases  are  sent  to  the  Tuber- 
culosis Clinic  to  he  examined  by  the  Tubercular  Physician 
for  the  County. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations,  IQ20. 

Seven  Vessels  entered  the  Harbour  during  1938. 

Total  tonnage,  636  tons. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  inspected  the  Ships  and  re- 
ported all  correct. 

I append  to  the  Report  the  Tabular  Report  on  the 
Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act 
of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938). 
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TABLE  II.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES. 
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l am  happy  to  acknowledge  the  efficient  services  of 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Osborne  J.  Evans,  M.R.S.I., 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  of  his  Assistant,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Bowen.  Without  their  aid  and  consistent  help  I could 
not  have  carried  out  my  duties. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  specially  to  thank  Dr.  Ernest 
Jones,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  ready 
at  all  times  to  co-operate  with  me,  for  all  his  help  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  public  health  of  the  Borough.  I 
specially  mention  his  excellent  work  as^Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and' his  careful  inspec- 
tion of  all  sore  throats  and  septic  cases,  together  with  the 
bacteriological  tests  to  restrict  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases. 


I am,  Miss  Winstanley  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 


ABRAHAM  THOMAS,  J.P.,  T.D., 


Aberystwyth, 

July  2.2nd,  1939. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


